Cast a Winning Vote!
Here we are again at election time.  And the tension mounts over the candidates, the parties, the issues, the debates and our agendas and beliefs.  Who will be the best person to run this country and bring us back to where we should be as a nation?  With that in mind we want to cast our vote on the person or party which makes that happen.  Most want to cast the “winning vote” to make this happen.  We want to be a part of the winning team.  That gives us a sense of success and hope that we’ve been a part of something good.  It would be wonderful if things were that simple.  Sad to say for most, casting one’s vote is more influenced by fear than joy.

Let me explain. Outside the Spirit of God, the Spirit of fear is the strongest spirit operating in this present world. The spirit of fear drives many people’s decisions in voting.  Many of these decisions can be logical, honorable and noble. These decisions ultimately boil down to the issues, the platform, their beliefs, their party, their values, their morals, and their conscience.  Armed with these things in mind they enter the voting booth and cast what they hope will be the winning vote, which will bring about the fulfillment of why they are voting  - Change. After all it is better to vote than do nothing, as some might declare.  But what changes are we seeking when we vote for political offices? The changes which best benefit me.  In some cases changes which benefit others.  Let me also say that change is subjective, which makes it or the lack of it fear based.
Look around you, what do you see in this country and the world?  How does what you see affect you and your thinking? Does it look like things are falling apart? Are you seeing things appear to get worse and worse? Do you believe that with the right people in office we can get these things under control? If your answer is yes to these questions you are already deceived by the spirit of fear.  The spirit of fear is not a respecter of person. He will deceive both the believer and the non-believer. He (the spirit of fear) dulls our hearing, blinds our eyes, clouds our minds and heightens our feeling and emotions. It is when he has our feelings and emotions we become slaves to fear.  While slaves we are held captive in the flesh. When in the flesh, what appears to us as logical is not. What appears to make perfect sense does not.  There’s this voice softly speaking to us which says “God gave you five senses, so use them.”  The Apostle Paul had something to say about using “sense knowledge” 1 Cor 2:9-10, 14.  We unknowingly become slaves and in bondage to fear.  We are in heart failure because of what we think we see (told what we see and what will happen = fear). One day while teaching his disciples Jesus said.    
“…and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth…” Luk 21: 25-26 KJV
The Apostle John’s comment on fear: 

“…because fear hath torment...” 1Jo 4:18 KJV
It is the power of the Spirit of fear that will blind us from casting the winning vote.  We fear voting for the wrong candidate or the wrong party and voting on the wrong issues.  Thoughts flood our minds with “what if they win (whoever they are)”?  If they win, this won’t happen or that will happen or everything will go to hell in a hand basket (I’ve heard that more times than I can count). 
Unfortunately fear has us in heart failure looking after things on the earth. And what we see is all bad. Of course this is according to our slave master, the Spirit of fear. 
Ok, we can begin to see the power that fear has in and over the flesh, our outer identity. So what should we do? Not vote and do nothing? Of course as good citizens we should participate in the election process.  Didn’t Jesus say?
“Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar (government) the things which are Caesar’s (government’s); and unto God the things that are God's”.  Matt 22:21

What is our position in this God ordained process? There several things that must happen in us before we ever cast a winning vote. First, our minds must be renewed by the Spirit.  This is not gaining academic knowledge; i.e., learning verses of scriptures to say we know more of the Bible.  The renewing of the mind by the Holy Spirit is moving our thinking and view from fleshly knowing to spiritual understanding; from the things that are seen to those things which are unseen.  We come to understand what the Apostle Paul means when he said:
“But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” 1Cr 2:9-10 KJV 
That is first step in casting the winning vote - having a renewed mind. The next step is knowing your Father has left nothing to chance.  He is in complete control of everything we see and everything we don’t see.  Everything we know and don’t know.  You say “I know that” or “I believe that.”  Those words might be true to you and me. Many of us hold that idea deep down as a strong conviction.  Those words sound very honorable and noble, but fear blinds our minds to the truth.  No matter who wins an election, my Father and your Father (if you are birthed by Him) is working out His purpose, intent and plan which He began before the foundation of the world.  Without a renewed mind those words are not the “truth” which lives in us as our very life. To cast a winning vote we must know our Father is at work, and we are and must be about His business.
“But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work…For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.” Jhn 5:17, 20 KJV

When we enter into this knowledge of Him we can understand the scripture which says;

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God… Wherefore [ye] must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake, for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing”  Rom 13:1, 5-6.

“…until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.”  Dan 4:32 KJV

The renewed mind with the knowledge and understanding of God’s Sovereignty raises us above the Spirit of fear. We are now prepared and almost ready to enter the ballot box and cast the winning vote!
“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”                                                 2Tim 1:7 KJV

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” 1Jo 4:18 KJV

“So that we may boldly say, The Lord [is] my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.”                                          Hbr 13:6 KJV

“And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”                                               Hbr 2:15 KJV

The last thing we need to do before entering the ballot box is pray.  This sounds simple, but keep in mind, if we lack a renewed mind and are not living in full assurance of the Father’s Sovereignty, our prayers are fear based. We will pray for Him to put our candidate or political party in office.  Surely they will bring glory to Him, because they promised to turn things around and bring us back to a Godly nation. We will pray or ask for our will to be His will.  Because of fear, we still believe we see and know the real issues, needs and the right man or political party.    
“But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king (a President, or a Political Party, or leaders that can turn this thing around in our favor: added by author) to judge(lead) us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.” 1 Sam 8:6-7

Now that’s not the prayer of a son about His Father’s business.  The son with a renewed mind and living in the knowledge and understanding of his Father’s purpose, intent and plan will pray out of the union and rest he has from above. 

Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. - Luk 22:42 KJV
“…Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth:… Jhn 5:19-20 KJV

“I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” Jhn 5:30 KJV

This is our prayer. This is what we seek to do – to be obedient to the will of our Father. This is casting the winning vote. Voting in obedience to His voice no matter who will be elected to the political office. The outcome rests solely on Him. He will place whomever He needs to fulfill His divine purpose, intent and plan. His choice will provide what is ultimately needed to bring about change.

“And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to [the will of] God. And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose.” Rom 8:27-28 KJV
The most powerful words in this verse are “AND WE KNOW”.  If we don’t know that all things work together for good (or God), then they won’t. If we don’t know the love of God, then we don’t trust Him. If we don’t know we are called to His purpose, then we are not. 

Solomon said it this way.
“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” Pro 3:5-6 KJV

Ultimately our obedience will bear fruit to Him. His purpose is not to change this world, but man to receive His Son and have life.  We have become true see-thru-ers in Christ to our Father’s will.  He desires to place Christ in every human being which receives and believes in Christ, moving from death to life. This is the only answer for mankind.  The real issue is not who is in office, but who lives in you! Every person with Christ in them is kept by God, their Father, and He will provide for all their needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
I realize this may not be a popular idea with so much happening around us in this present world. But the fact is the gospel of Christ in you is the only issue which matters. He is the only rest and peace for what’s happening in America and in the World. People have very strong convictions, opinions, and beliefs about politics and religion, both of which appear to have honor and nobility.  But neither have power or authority to cast out fear and give life!  Are you willing to cast the winning vote? I know we can. I pray we will.   

“For promotion [cometh] neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God [is] the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.”  Psa 75:6-7 KJV

